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Collaboration with Tohata FIHEEEEFREDITRAL— 32

Paul Andreu
K=V 7o RIL—

The scene of 7th November, 1999 was quite a surprise for
me. The glass dome was carried by the barge and was
lifted by huge crane for putting very much fragile looking
structure on the foundation of Osaka Maritime Museum.
Such event could have been realized by the cooperation of
our partners, Tohata and Arup, so that I still wish to say
"Thank you to all".

Since the completion of this project, I visited several times
for viewing from outside and inside and always found the
concept of the design remains unchanged and the quality
can be splashed over to the world. I am currently involved
in major projects in China and the result

of Osaka Maritime Museum gives good reference to me,
while my partner, Tohata as an architect office in Osaka,
should have the same.

I learnt that Tohata is celebrating 70th anniversary and
would like to bid their great success of the past and of
future.
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Working with Tohata for me began in 1995 for the Osaka
Maritime Museum by Paul Andreu. On the specific day I
learned the Japanese words YDai Ji Shinl, as it was 17
January 1995 day of the tragedy of the Kobe earthquake.
All of the Tohata people with whom I was to meet on that
day called me one after the other at my Hotel concerned
about my well being. This for me was a demonstration of
the heart of a team who have become, after working with
them over the next two years on the project, good lifetime
friends.

Designing and building a glass domed museum in the sea,
founded on silt, subject to earthquakes and typhoons as
well as Osakals hot sun is not an easy task. Our
collaboration with Tohata made it possible and a
pleasurable experience too. I can only wish them much
greater success in the future.

Mark Facer
7= 74—

T4 LI2—

The design of Osaka Maritime Museum was successfully
carried out initially mostly in Europe and later mostly in
Japan by Paul Andreu, in Paris, Arup, in London and
Tokyo, and Tohata, in Osaka. A key to the success of the
collaboration was careful consideration by each
organisation of respective duties at each design stage
leading to agreement about responsibilities and interfaces.
Arup remained responsible for the majority of the
engineering associated with the design development of the
architecturally sensitive sphere. This was in the context of
a successful collaboration with Tohata, made easier by
Tohatals local knowledge, shared values and friendliness.
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Schindler House by R. M. Schindler (1921~22)
Hollyhock House by Frank Lloyd Wright (1917~21)
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