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MADE OF WASTE

recycling plastics into sheet materials

Jane Atfield

In today’s world there is a growing awareness of the urgent
problem of waste management. Much of this waste is pack-
aging material — metal, paper, glass and plastic, and after
use it is thrown into our dustbins and incinerated or tran-
sported to increasingly expensive landfill sites. But a grow-
ing proportion is sorted and recycled. As a result, new
materials are being devised and fabricated.

MADE OF WASTE is committed to sourcing and develop-
ing innovative ideas and markets for recycled materials. It

was launched in Summer 1995 by architect and furniture

56 mmrsswiser.s

designer Jane Atfield and plastics expert Colin Williamson,
chairman of the British Plastics Federation in London.
The first product range is a multi-coloured sheet material
made from discarded plastic bottles, which are collected
from community recycling schemes throughout Britain.
Originally containing shampoo, bleach, detergent or milk,
they have been collected, sorted, granulated and thoroughly
washed to remove any remaining contaminants. The resul-
tant pieces, looking like multi-coloured corn-flakes are
then compressed into sheets by an industrial process using
heat and pressure. This retains the colours of the original
bottles and fragments of printing can also be detected.
These recycled plastic boards combine a strong environmen-
tal message with an evocative and distinct aesthetic appeal,
linked to the processing of post consumer plastic waste.

The range is diverse, with five colour types varying from
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completely opaque with a characteristic blended or spotted
effect to a translucent material marble effect with swirls
and streaks of colours.

They are tough, resilient and will withstand all normal
household chemicals.

They are warm to the touch, insulating and are comfortably
hard without being brittle. Conventional woodworking tech-
niques can be used, including sawing, drilling, routing using
power or hand tools. The solid multi-coloured core requires
no edging and surface finishing is not needed. Heat forming
is possible, not only two dimensionally but also into a wide
range of three dimensional shapes.

The applications for the panels have included furniture and
fittings, implements and children’s toys. They have been
used in museums, shops, restaurants, TV studios, kitchens

and bathrooms.

As interest in recycling grows Made of Waste are introduc-
ing new sheet materials made from used plastics, including
high impact polystyrene.

Products like coat hangers, foodstuff drums, coffee cups,
vogurt pots and even old telephones are being transformed
into exciting sheets (each offering a different colour appear-
ance e. g. the coat hangers returned from retail stores such
as Marks and Spencer give a dark brown and black tortoise-
shell) to inspire and challenge today’s environmentally con-

cerned architects, designers and manufactures.

MADE OF WASTE

Agency for Recycled Materials

244 Grays inn Rd. London WC1X OJP
TeL+44-171-278-6971
Fax+44-171-833-0018
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