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Jingu's Goshoden and the |deal of Japanese Society

HEOHIER: BAHSDESR

by Rosemarie Bernard

The sanctuaries of Jingu were reconstructed in October
1993 for the ceremonies of the Shikinen Sengu (periodic
transfer of the symbols of the deities to adjoining new sanctu-
aries). Well known in the West as the archetype par excel-
lence of Japanese architecture, the main sanctuary building
(goshaden) thus stands again in absolute perfection, as yet
untainted by the weather, in the middle of the inner sanctum
in Naiku (the inner sanctuary) and in Geku (the outer sanctu-
ary).

The form of the goshaden is generally said to be that of the
typical granary or storehouse of ancient Japan. It goes
without sayving that in the course of its history it has under-
gone significant change in detail, whether this be in the
technology of carpentering or again in the degree to which the
outer structure is adorned with carefully crafted pieces of gilt
bronze. Yet, as a concept, an archetype of the ideal residence
of the deities, it can be said not to have undergone change as
concerns its structure, its situation over a central sacred
pillar (shin no mihashira L#EE), or of the suedama (I &) or
lacquered spheres atop the corridor which runs along the
sanctuary building.

The suedama (5 ), probably as much as the question of the
shin no mihashira as an axis mundi, are of particular interest.
No doubt of continental influence, these directional reference
points situate the goshaden as the center of the universe. This
universe, conceived in ancient Japan as being the world, is
now conceived of most probably as a particularistic world :
Japan itself, or the essential meanings and referents of
Japanese society. This is all the more apparent if one con-
siders the series of four fences which enclose the goshaden
and mark increasing degrees of proximity to its centrality.

Having increased in number over time, the fences are clear
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boundaries not to be crossed, save by priests in their ritual
functions. The transgression of boundaries in Jingu is, how-
ever, ritualized as well, for every twenty years on the occa-
sion of the Oshiraishimochigyoji (3514351 74%) more than two
hundred thousand worshipers, who are members of groups
from prescribed areas, carry white pebbles onto the grounds
of the inner sanctum. Thus, only once in twenty years may the
devout enter the sacred grounds, “transgressing” the bound-
aries of a world not fully sacralized until the prelude to the
final ceremonial activities of the Sengu. When the inner
sanctum is sacralized and the deity has reached her abode in
the ceremony of the Sengyo (Shikinen Sengu), it remains
concealed by gates (mikaki #§#11) and curtains (mitobari f#ijit),
closed to all but the most devout worshipers for special
pilerimages (551Z4E).

Yet concealed, Jingu is also revealed. In the wake of the
transfer ceremonies which leave the former main sanctuary
buildings devoid of the symbol of the deity goshintai (f#{4),
the former inner sanctum is left to stand for half a vear,
revealed in all the beauty of its state of disrepair only to
believers and supporters --- in other words only to those who
may appreciate the meaning of their transgression of space
still imbued with the sacredness of the deity now transferred.
However, even this world, formerly defended by its definition
as the most sacred grounds, is later obliterated, its sacredness
allowed to devolve all over Japan, of which it had been the
center. This system of the distribution of (kozai /i#4), of the
devolution of charismatic morsels of Jingu to smaller Shinto
sanctuaries nation-wide for the sake of their own periodic
reconstructions or repair, is an affirmation of the centrality
of Jingu as a symbol of Japanese society unified by common

beliefe and sharing in common goals.
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