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THE NEW MODERNS

One of the design features of this building is
the layering of dark-grey grids. The grids
contain the structural members of the
building which give order to the large colu-
mn-free interior space. The vertical element
of the grid is composed of four columns con-
neted by horizontal braces which enables an
open, dramatic space at the foot of the
building. As the grids are conceived as an
abstract existence which gives order to the in-
terior space, they are clad in dark-grey
aluminum panels whose texture and details
are intended to conceal their structural role,
neutralize their “materiality "and thus express
their abstract quality.

Each facade is composed of two layers of
grids. The inner grid expresses each of the
floors which make up the building, and the
outer grid relates to the context at the urban
scale as exemplified by the large, bridge-like
space of the portico and'the exposed frame
expressed at the top of the building. Cur-
vilinear design elements such as the curving,
glass screen suspended from the ceiling or
the ceiling composed of radiating pipes are in-
troduced into the grid structure to add ten-
sion to the what may otherwise be a rather

BEER - AZILB T

A+EAD - KEER - BIEA - HEME

austere frame composition. As a "bijoux”
within a dark-grey abstract grid, an extra care
was taken the selection of materials especial-
ly the reflective elements such as extruded
aluminum panels and marble for the entrance
lobby area. Extensive studies were carried
out in the lighting of the interior space and
various various lighting methods to enhance
their dramatic feeling were incorporated.
As we felt that an unrestrained energy of an
art work would also help to enhance the
drama of the space, a brightly colored
aluminum relief by Frank Stella was placed
on the wall of the lobby, along the central
axis of the building. For the opening of the
building, a Frank Stella exhibition was held in
the gallery space on the ground floor, adding
more color to the atmosphere. Frank Stella
is one of the great modern artists who con-
tinues to explore Cubism which began with
Picasso and it is an interesting coincidence
that his exhibition is held in the building
which also strives to express the Modernist
tradition of abstraction. The term "the New
Moderns” seem appropriate for the building
as it reflects the architect’'s endeavor to
reconsider the issue of abstraction in Moder-
nism and to take it to a new dimension,
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