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OLD AND MODERN INTERESTING STROLLING AREA....

SOWIYK EKO CAHYONO

It is rather difficult to define an interesting place in a city
because the meaning of ‘interest’ itself is subjective. Maybe
a place is not beautiful in physical aspect, but there are
other aspects that make the place interesting. For me, the
interesting point of a place is its situation: it can be pleasant
but functional, and also have a beautiful element.

Let's take a look at a place in Kyoto which can bhe
represented as mention above. Namely The Kawaramachi,
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Yasaka Jinja and Maruyama Koen complex. These places
are close to each other, which makes it possible to go
strolling to all of them in one day. We begin from Yasaka
Jinja. We can enter the shrine from the main gate at the
intersection of Shijo Street and Higashi Yama Street. We
can also stop a while at the stair of the main gate, and have
a nice view of Shijo Street. This is The Kawaramachi area.
The shrine is maybe not the most famous one in Kyoto, but
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when it is time for Gion Matsuri and Shogatsu, the shrine
becomes an important place for both ceremonies. Many
people pray there and the area is always crowded. From
there we go to Maruyama Koen, a Japanese garden. This
park is especially famous in spring, when it is full of cherry
blossoms; very beautiful, during day or night. Well, although
it is not spring, we can still walk around the park, and sit on
the benches for a rest. If not satisified, we can continue

moving. To Kiyomizu Dera. By walking of course. Along
the street we can find a lot of interesting things. Finally,
after tiring of the trip, come back to Kawaramachi, a
modern shopping street and entertainment district in Kyoto.
We can do it all. Tired with sightseeing? Why not try a
Kyoto coffee, there are many nice coffee shops nearby.
(V72427 xa=

Frba/ FELSEMERFRFBEE 1> FAST)
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sor 22 S
KAMOGAWA: A “SENPAI’ RIVER

LOPEZ P., MIGUEL A.

A nice place is a semantic attribute through which we
express a personal feeling toward a certain space which
produces in us an experience or evoke a remembrance.

Kyoto city and the capital of my country, Santo Domingo
city, were founded next to a river, the Kamo river and the
Ozama river. On talking about them, the differences exist-
ing between the two countries in terms of socioeconomic
patterns and cultural behaviors toward the meaning and
importance of sharing and caring the natural environment,
account for what should be my nice place's memoir: A
SENPAI KAWA, a dream of what should be my river.
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At the Foot of Mt.Rokko

Anne Yamatsui

The area where I live with my family has the advantage
of convenience combined with a closeness to nature. Our
apartment building faces a piece of Rokko Mountain
National Park which gives us a view reflecting the changing
seasons. Living in a building without a garden I can still
look out the large windows and see trees and the sky. Lots
of sun and fresh air make it possible to grow herbs and
flowers on our balcony.

The building is well designed to take advantage of its
location. Large windows let in air and light and a relaxing
view of natural greenery. Placement of windows on the
south and west sides make the apartment light and warm
most of the time, even in Winter. The room facing west
has "Shoji” which softens the strong sunlight. The “Tatami”
mats are cool to the touch in Summer and insulate to keep
in the warm air in Winter.

Many Americans are surprised by the small size of
Japanese homes and apartments. However, the quality of

life can be improved when designers pay attention to small,

practical details which have importance in the daily lives
of the people living there. Better insulation of outside walls
and the use of easy care, functional materials in the
interiors would make daily living easier. In the Japanese
climate mold resistance is important both for maintenance
and for health,

Every kitchen even if it is very small needs a counter
workspace. Appliances need to be designed to take as little

space as possible. Flexibility in the use of room space can
be preserved by providing adequate storage space. Finally,
both beauty and practicality need to be satisfied to make
good living conditions.

(T>» =4 house wife, BA in Elementary education & Psychology )
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