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REPORT "2

Golng Up...
We've been knocking down buddings and
digging a hole ever since last summer, To
the casual observer there was really no sign
that a building would evet fise on the site
Now, of course, all that has changed.
More quickly thaen one might have sus-
peciad, tha huge lmle |l bolng filled um

Bofore we're lnrauon wa' II ba ullng
roughly 50,000,000 pounds of steel, or about
25,000 tons. That's enough steel to build &
six-mile long freight train, or make 12,500
outomobiles. It's more atesl than has ever
@one into any bullding In the West, and the
biggest steal building erection job aver han-
dlod by Kaiser Steel,

The Way It's Done...

The lirst stop in the sioel erection Is the
installation of the |lul tolnmnl afop the

piers that were dug n-up into bedrock,

First, & heavy steal base plate is placed
on each foundation pier, or caisson. Next,
huge steel columna are placed in an upright
position on each base plate, walded exactly
in place, and tled logether with hoavy stes!
girdars. Each of thesas lirst stesl columns is
27%: leet high, aboul two foet thick, and
walghs In at 48,000 pounds. Kaiser Steet had
1o bring in one ol i1s biggest cranes to lift
them into place.

When the first leval of this stesl Irame-

work {8 completed, wa'll bogin pouring the
concrate that will conatitute the shell of our

underground three-level parking garage,
and our aliraclive concourse. At the same
time. the stesl skaleton will continue climb-
ing upwards.

, |
"
-
.,
R o
What's Ahsad?

Shaping 25,000 tons of stesl inlo the frame-
work of the tallest building in the West will
require 10 or more montha’ work, During the
first three months, you'll ses the siructure
rise 1o the sighth floor. Afler that, IVll be
completed in phases, 1o the 181h, the 37th,
and finally to the 52nd floor,

The Office thal Won'l Be Used...

Qur architects are very experienced and
axtremely capable, and we're proud of the
job they've been doing with our new World
Hasdguarters Building. Maybes il's bacauss
thay'ra a0 experienced thal they know
anough to double-check sverylhing.

Ir & warshouss hidden away n San Fran-
cisco’s industrial district, thay quistly wan!
1o work putting together an office that will
never be used ma an office. It's an exact
duplicate of a section of floor from our fulure
haadquarters, complote with deska, type-

telephones, and even pictures on
the wails.

The whole idea, they tell us, was ') make
sute their inlericr planning hadn’t over-
looked any details, thal the office furniture
they ware considering would fit in well with
the space allofted to it, and that the layou!
and sizes of various fypes of office space
were adequats.

It was a lot of trouble, considering that
this gergeous “office” will never be used as
such, bul it's the sort of care that ensures
the high guality of the linished struclure

The Littles1-Biggest Buliding

Wa were taking no chances, either, with
other aspects of the building. Over in Oak-
land, on Kaisar property, we pul logethar a
two-story varsion of part of the World Head-
quarters Building axterior.

This 26-ton mockup was erecled lo pro-
vide a means of double checking our plans
for sieal atructure, extarior granite and win-
dow installation, weathering and other con-
struction systems. It's proven fo be a handy
way of running stress and sirain lests on
many of the minuts dotails which would
make the difference between having a build-
ing for San Francisca 1o ba proud of, or just
having another big building.
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