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JHiphabet

W is a ligature of VV. In Latin V always had the
vowel value of u, and double u [vv] was employed
to represent the consonant value. In the gth century
in England, a special Anglo-Saxon character [p] was
adopted to represent the sound of w, which in 1280
was in turn replaced by w.
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X is the form derived from the Latins who
adopted the alphabet of the western Greeks,
in which X had the value of ks. Except for
expressing ks [its usual value] witha single

character, X is almost superfluous.
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