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O in the Latin was used always for the long as
wellas the short o-sound. The original form was
{ amoreor lessroughly formed circle, occasionally
lozenge-shaped and rarely rectangular. In the 8th
cent. Jonic Greeks invented a new sign, omega,
for the long o-sound.
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P in its earliest form was Greek in shape, I, later
becoming rounded in the Roman; in Imperial
times the semi-circle was completed, giving the
present form, although early Roman inscriptions
show lower curve not joined to stroke, P.
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