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RESIDENCE FOR DR. MR. & MRS. E. L. BROD, ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA Richard J. Neutra, architect
(ARTS & ARCHITECTUREZ: MAY, 1952.)
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GO BACK TO NATURE

SPEECH BY MR. RICHARD J. NEUTRA F. A. L. A.
MAY 9, 1952 AT ASAHI KAIKAN, OSAKA

It is wonderful to be back in Osaka after
twenty-five years. It is also strange because
Osaka is now twice as large as it was twenty-
five years azo. The natural landscape seems
as though it has been removed twice as far
now as before.

On the way here today, as we rattled along
the highway from Kyoto, I had a very inter-
esting conversation with my interpreter, Mr.
Nagahara, We talked about how an architect
can keep the metropolis from interfering
with humanity and nature.

I understand that the Chinese character
CM@E n D asquare with a tree confined in it
means hardship or ‘“komaru’ in Japanese.
It is indeed an hardshlp for human bheing or
any organism to be confined in an inflexable
structure. I believe that it is the job of an
architect to relieve unnatural rigidness in build-
ings he designs.

The engineer is very happy when he is
confined by mechanism but that is very un-
natural and inconsistant with nature. The
architect should always understand and be an
engineer living very close to nature.

There were architects long before engineers.
Japan is one of the few countries in the
world interested in nature and has retained
and enjoyed the wonders of nature.

All shrines, temples” and etc. are set in
natural atmosphere. Here every child is ex-
pected to appreciate the water-falls, mountains
and etc. and observes the wonder of nature.
They are taught early to be keenly aware
of nature and live in enjoyment of it.

I do not say anything new when I say that
architect should fuse nature and living. We
have preceded beyond nature and now we have
more scientific interest in nature as well.
We are interested in biology -and physiology,
the science of natural living beings. In this re-
spect the architect goes farther in nature than
engineer. The modern architect is expected
to have knowledge of the biological and physi-

ological science. The modern architects should
know for instance, how much oxygen is needed
in the lecture hall like this. He should knows: -

how your ears could hear and how to

use acoustic materials so that hearing a
lecture will be improved, how well a voice:

will be carried. An architect in a lecture
hall should know how the nerves of the body,
how the whole body system respond to the:
atmosphere in the room. An architect should
know what happens to your body when you
sit in the chair.
The whole situation in this hall is unnatu-
ral. It is business of an architect to bring it
nearer to natural existance. In Osaka as
well as any large city, the whole city is unnai-~
ural. An architect should plan to make it a
more natural place to live. It is{unnatural for
man to live in such density of population than
that of a small village but perhaps in the fu
ture they will be a way to make millions of
people live in large cities in a natural way.
An architect has to bring  together human
being for his role in society for humanization.
We all received engineer training and I also
have a degree in engineering but we all know
that an engineer has nothing to do with the sub
ject, but as an architect, we are more inter-
ested in human lives, their nerves and other
physical aspects than in reinforcing steel. As
architects we are practising ;biologist and physi-
ologist and not mechanics. If there wasone peri-
od in the lives of mankiad in which we should
come face to face with this fact, it is today.
Long ago, in Japan or any other country,
there were mno internationa! transportation
rajiograms, letters or any infternational com-
munications It was impocssible tosend spe-
cifications, end blueprints for buildingsfaraway
from the job site, though it is easy to doso today.
I have seen a Buddhist monk coastruct a
tempie, At that time the monk was an old.
man and he had been directing the work for -

buildirgs for forty-five years. You can imagine
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him sitting from morning until sundown
giving personal orders and attention. In
forty five years of his being there, he learns
the natural landscapes, where the wind blows
the hardest, the ways sun rises and sets and
all the nature of the land. The monk would
have access to nature to cope with the
surrounding landscape and nature. He sees
the workman face to face and he can explain
to those who work for him directly exactly
what is in his mind. He does not send speci-
fication estimates or detailed Blueprints as I
do thousand miles apart from my office. When
the workman would not do as the monk would
want to have the work done, he would talk to
the workman personally and sell him what is
wrong or even hit him with a baton as I
have seen it done.

The modern architect cannot do that. His
methods are more cruel. He has contracts.
He has to write a contract specifing every
little thing exactly as he wants them. He
hasto write a contrast and has a contract and
'subcontractors to contend with. He has law
suits and so he must see to it that the contracts
protect him and everyone concerned do exactly
as expected of them and the clients and every-
one concerned aresatisfiel. Today we arevery
far from our clients, the job .site, and far
away from its natural landscape and nature.
If you will look at my pictures you will see

that you cannot do without nature nor just in

a mechanical way. It must become more
personalized as temples of thie Buddhist Monk.

The Buddhist monk with forty-five years of
experience was more close to nature but the
modern architect has the use of science to
go back to nature but it does not come easy.

I work in eleven states, in Italy, and all
these places of actual work are thousands of
miles from my office. I try very hard to es-
tablish a very close connection with those
people who do my work.

Perhaps, I should conclude by saying some-
thing about money. Money has created a very
different role in building than the past.
The castles in Europe and Japan, palaces,
temples and other historical buildings were
If that

Monk had no more money to continue work,

not built by estimates or budgets.

he took up a collection. He didnot have schel-
ules. '

Today you cannot live as an architect un-
less you have specifiel detailed blueprints
established budget and schedulel your work,
so that you can get your work done exactly
as you want it without! your personal super-
vision on the job-site.

You in Japan are like the rest of the world.

You must consider the commercial aspect but
architect is not engaged in commerce or tech-
nology but in trying to bring back nature and

become biologists and physiologists.

(The above transcript os ‘Mr. Neutra's speech at the Lecture Hall of the Osaka Asahi
Shinbun was made by Mrs. Tanaka of the Obayashi-gumi Co., and is not the entire substance
os his talk. Slides were  projected and darkness. prohibited any further notes to be taken.
Sincere apologies are tendered all those concerned and especially to Mr. Neutra)
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