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“In this History of the Modern Styles of
Architecture, "’ we can fancy the author to
be saying, “I am presenting to you, not a
mere book of reference in which you are to
discover the date, description, and author~
ship of one edifice and another, as occasion
may require or curiosity dictate ; not a
Enannrnoso_ommnmﬂ_.nnoqQOmnqnsﬁmm:

connection with building, which you are to

esteem only according to its accuracy and
completeness ; not a caution and colourless
statement of selected facts, avoiding the
controversial ground of opinion lest you
and I should fall out by the way; but a
certain philosophical view of the subject
which is my own, a doctrinal theory of
progression—or perhaps non-progression—
development or non-development —which it
is my object to work out by illustration in
my own way, and which in this introduct-

ion, I will now proceed to explain.”
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“The styles of Architecture which have
been described in the previous parts of this
work are those which may be called the
True Styles. Those that remain to be ex-
amined (meaning everything that has been

done since the establishment in one coun-



try after another of “ the Re=enaissance ™
or the revival of the Antique) “ may in
like manner be designated the Copying or
Imitative Styles.”
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It is, perhaps, not too much to say that no
perfectly truthful architectural building has
been crected in Europe since the Reforma-
tion. Mere utilitarian building are truthful
of course, but the moment ornament comes
to be applied or an attempt is made, by
any arrangement of the parts of a building,
to obtain an architectural effect, the new
element is inevitably introduced, In modern
designs there in always an effort either to
retroduce the style of some foreign country
or that of some by-gone age ; frequently

both. The form of the building is more or

less moulded according to .these foreign
element, while the ornamentation, being
always borrowed, seldom expresses the con-
struction, and scarcely ever the real truthful
objects, to which the building is applied.
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